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Measures of Center Measures of Center




Measures of Center Resistance

Center vs. Shape Mean, Median, Mode, Quartiles, 5# summary

® The sample mean is the average of all numeric obs’s.
® The sample median is the obs. at the index (n+1)/2 (note

take avg of the 2 obs’s in the middle for fractions like 23.5), of the
observations ordered by size (small-to-large)?
Positively skewed ® The sample median usually preferred to the sample
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(long upper tail) mean for skewed data?
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/\ @ Under what circumstances may quoting a single center
=~ (be it mean or median) not make sense?(mutti-modar)
Negatively skewed

(long lower tail) ® \What can we say about the sample mean of a
qualitative variable? (meaningless)
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Measures of Spread ' Measures of Spread '

Measures of Spread ' The Empirical Rule '
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The Goal The Goal

More Notation More Notation
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