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Poll: Bush maintains lead over
Gore, Bradley and fellow
Republicans

By Keating Holland/CNN

September 15, 1999

Web posted at: 6:35 p.m. EDT (2235 GMT)
WASHINGTON -- Although CNN reported earlier
thisweek that Bill Bradley has closed to within afew
points of Al Gorein New Hampshire, the vice
president continues to maintain atwo-to-one
advantage among Democrats nationwide, and has
even picked up afew points Snce August.

But Texas Gov. George W. Bush has a Sx-to-one
advantage over his nearest riva, Elizabeth Dole, with
al other GOP hopefulsin Sngledigits Ina
hypothetica two-way match-up, Bush maintains a
comfortable advantage over Gore -- 56 percent to 39
percent -- and a 57 percent to 37 percent advantage
over Bradley.

Isthisrace over? Not by along shot. Half of dl
Republicans who would vote for Bush in the GOP
primaries next year say they may change their minds
and support someone ese for the nomination. Only
four in ten Americans who currently choose Bush over
Gore in the genera eection say they strongly support
him.

For the record, in congressiona races, 46 percent of
al Americans say they would vote for the Democratic
candidate for Congressin their district and 42 percent
would choose the Republican. Higtoricdly, a
four-point lead for the Democrats on the "generic
balot" question has indicated an extremely closerace,
and even, in some years, a Republican gain, rather
than Democratic advantage.

The pall is based on interviews with 1,698 adult
Americans conducted September 10-14, 1999. The
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margin of error is indicated after each question.

If Vice President Al Gore were the Democrétic
Party's candidate and Texas Gov. George W. Bush
were the Republican Party's candidate, who would
you be more likely to vote for:

Bush 56%

Gore 39
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

If former New Jersey Sen. Bill Bradley were the
Democratic Party's candidate and Texas Gov. George
W. Bush were the Republican Party's candidate, who
would you be more likely to votefor:

Bush 5%

Bradley 37
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

Next, | am going to read alist of people who may be
running in the Democréic primary for presdent in the
next eection. After | read al the names, pleasetell me
which of those candidates you would be most likely to
support for the Democratic nomination for presdent in
the year 2000: Former New Jersey Senator Bill
Bradley or Vice President All Gore?

Now August
Gore 63% 58%
Bradley 30 31

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Next, | am going to read alist of people who may be
running in the Republican primary for presdent in the
next eection. After | read dl the names, please tdl me
which of those candidates you would be most likely to
support for the Republican nomination for presdent in
the year 2000: Family Research Council Gary Bauer;
politica commentator Pat Buchanan; Texas Governor
George W. Bush; Former Red Cross Director
Elizabeth Dole; Businessman Steve Forbes, Arizona
Senator John McCain; former Vice President Dan
Quayle; Utah Senator Orrin Hatch; Political
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Commentator Alan Keyes?

Bush 62%
Dadle 10
Forbes
McCan
Quayle
Buchanan
Bauer
Hatch
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Keyes
Sampling error: +/-4% pts
Areyou certain to support Texas Governor George
W. Bush for the Republican nomination or do you

think you may change your mind and support
someone el se for the nomination?

Cetantosupport him  41%

May change my mind 49
Sampling error: +/-5% pts

Do you support George W. Bush strongly, or only
moderately?

Strongly support Bush ~ 40%

Only moderate support 58
Sampling error: +/-5% pts

If the dections for Congress were being held today,
which party's candidate would you vote for in your
congressond digtrict: the Democrétic Party's
candidate or the Republican Party's candidate?

Democrat 46%

Republican 42
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

But with a booming economy and a popular
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incumbent, why is Al Gore currently so far behind
George W. Bush? It's not because they didike Al
Gore.

Most Americansthink he is honest and trustworthy,
sharesther values, and cares about them. The
problem isthat Americans fed the same way about
Bush -- and give him subgtantialy higher marks on
other leadership qudities.

Gore shows dl the symptoms of araging case of "vice
presdentitis” By the very nature of the job, good
vice-presidents have aways had to make an extra
effort to convince the public thet they can lead the
country and come up with their own idess, and Gore
IS No exception.

Most Americans don't think he can bring about the
change this country needs. Mogt don't find him
ingoiring, and the public is plit over whether heis
tough enough for the job.

And while 53 percent say that Gore could manage the
federa government effectively, 72 percent say the
same about Bush. Seven years of loyalty to Bill
Clinton may dso be hurting Gore.

Nearly hdf of dl Americans say they arelesslikely to
vote for Gore because of his close association with
Clinton -- nine points higher than at the start of the
year. Sixty-one percent approve of how Goreis
handling hisjob as vice-president, but don't ssem to
think that would make him a good president.

Meanwhile, even though most Americans are
generdly unfamiliar with Bush's record as governor,
68 percent say they approve of histenure as Texas
chief executive -- probably asgn that few Americans
have heard anything bad about his tenure as chief
executive,

It may aso be adgn that the public is currently willing
to give Bush the benefit of the doubt. Gore should be
0 lucky.

Thinking about the following characterigtics and
qudlities, please say whether you think it applies or
doesn't apply to Al Gore? How about George W.
Bush?
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Bush Gore
Honest and trustworthy  62% 63%
Cares about people 50 61

Shares your values 56 52
Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Can manage the government effectively?

Yes No
Bush 72% 19%
Gore 53 40

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Inspiring?
Yes No
Bush 58% 34%
Gore 38 56

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Can bring about the changes this country needs?

Yes No
Bush 58% 33%
Gore 42 50

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Tough enough for the job?
Yes No
Bush 76% 17%
Gore 50 45

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Do you gpprove or disapprove of the way Bill Clinton
is handling his job as president?

50f 11
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Approve 60%

Disapprove 38
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

In your view, does Vice Presdent Al Gore's close
association with President Bill Clinton make you more
likely -- or lesslikely -- to vote for Al Gore for
president in the year 2000?

Now January

Morehkelyto vote for 320 36%
him
I__&esllkelytovotefor 48 39
him

Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

Do you gpprove or disapprove of theway Al Goreis
handling his job as vice president?

Approve 61%

Disapprove 30
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

From what you know, Do you approve or disapprove
of the way George W. Bush is handling hisjob as
governor of Texas?

Approve 68%

Disapprove 10
Sampling error: +/-2.5% pts

But Gore's problems extend beyond persona
characteristics. Once again, the public gives Gore high
marks on most issues -- but, with one exception, the
public gives smilar ratings to Bush.

Before Clinton was e ected, Republican candidates
typicaly scored higher than their Democratic
opponents on four maor issues -- foreign poalicy,
crime, taxes, and the budget deficit -- but Clinton was
able to fight the GOP to a draw on those issues or
even gain an advantage.
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Sgnificantly, Bush now holds the upper hand over
Gore on al those classc GOP issues. Sixty-one
percent say he would do agood job as president with
foreign affairswhile only 46 percent say that Gore
would do agood job if he were elected. Sixty-five
percent say Bush would do a good job on crime but
only 52 percent say that about Gore.

Bush aso leads on taxes -- even though the GOP's
current tax cut proposa has not clicked with the
public -- and on keeping the federal budget ba anced.
Fifty-eight percent say that Gore would do a good job
with the economy if elected -- afigure probably
helped by remarkably high ratings from the public on
economic conditionsin the U.S,

But even more -- 63 percent -- say that Bush would
do agood job on the economy, thus trumping the
biggest ace in Gore's hand. The public also rates Bush
and Gore equdly on issues like education, hedth care,
Socid Security and the problems of raising childrenin
today's culture.

That's important not just because those have been
traditionally Democratic issues, but because those are
four issues that consgtently rank at the top of the
issues that the public cares about the most.

Only on one issue -- the environment -- does Gore
have asgnificant lead over Bush, and even therea
majority say that Bush would do agood job with the
environment if he became president.

The bottom line from the poll is that most Americans
probably think Gore would be an acceptable
president -- but they think Bush would be an even
better one.

Next, please say whether you think Al Gore would do
agood job or poor job of dedling with each of the
following issues. How about George W. Bush?
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Bush  Gore
The economy 63%  58%
Foreign policy 61 46

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Bush  Gore
Crime 65% 52%
Budget 56 50
Taxes 54 47

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

Bush  Gore
Education 70%  67%
Hedlth care 57 57
Socia Security 53 55
Environment 55 67

Sampling error: +/-4% pts

The Republicans attempt during the August recess to
convince the public to support their tax cut program
does not appear to have been successful. A mgority
of Americans continue to say that they favor Clinton
over the GOP when it comes to the tough choices
involved both in cutting taxes and ill maintaining
needed federa programs.

That's actudly a dight improvement for Clinton over
mid-summer. Americans aso continue to favor a
smadler tax cut combined with increasesin Medicare
spending, a proposa the White House has floated,
over larger tax cuts combined with smaler Medicare
increases, as the GOP has proposed.

Americans are divided over whether agents of the
federal government acted respongibly or irresponsibly
at Waco, but the recent revelations about pyrotechnic
tear gas canisters have changed the views of only a
few Americans compared to four years ago.

Should Attorney Generd Janet Reno resign as aresult
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of federa actions concerning Waco? Most Americans
say no, but the number who think she should step
down is more than three times what that figure wasin
the immediate aftermath of Waco in 1993.

Most Americans disagree with Clinton's decison to
offer clemency to some members of the Puerto Rican
nationalist group FALN and believe that he took that
action to hep hiswife's chances of winning aU.S.
Senate sedt, rather than because he had been
requested to do so by religious and internationa
leaders.

The resultsin this section are based on interviews with
839 adult Americans and the margin of error is plus or
minus 4 percentage points.

When it comes to dedling with the tough choices
involved both in cutting taxes and ill maintaining
needed federal programs, whose approach do you
prefer -- the Republicans in Congress, or President

Clinton's?

Now July
Clinton 53% 48%
Republicans 38 40

Asyou may know, Congress and Clinton are debating
over the amount of money to use for tax cuts and
funding to create new Medicare programs. If you had
to choose, which combination would you prefer -- (a)
alarger tax cut and smdler increases in spending on
Medicare, or (b) asmdler tax cut and larger increases

in spending on Medicare?
Now Juy
More Medicare spending 67% 66%
Larger tax cut 28 32

From what you know about the events that occurred
at Waco, do you think the actions of the federa
agents were responsible or irresponsible?

9of 11 10/3/1999 9:22 PM



Poll: Bush maintains lead over Gore, Bradley and fellow Republicans - September 15, 1999 http://www.cnn.com/ALL POLITICS/stories/1999/09/15/presi dent.2000/poll/

Now 1995
Responsible 45% 50%
Irrespongble 44 43

Inyour view, should Attorney Genera Janet Reno
resign from office because of the federal government's
actionsinvolving Weco, or should she stay in office?

Now 1993
Yes 24% 7%
No 68 88

Asyou may know, Presdent Clinton has offered
clemency to several members of a group who used
violence in the 1970s to support political
independence for Puerto Rico. Clinton has said these
Puerto Ricans can be rdeased from jall if they agree
to certain conditions.

From what you know about the matter, do you agree
or disagree with Presdent Clinton's decison to offer

clemency to these people?
Agree 19%
Disagree 61

Which of the following statements do you think isthe
main reason why Bill Clinton made this clemency offer
-- (1) Becausereigious and internationd leaders
asked him to do 0, and he decided it was the right
thing to do, or (2) Because he was attempting to win
political support for Hillary Clinton among Hispanics
in New Y ork, where she may run for the U.S.
Senate?

Attempting to win politica

0,
support for Hillary Clinton 60%

Decided it was the right thing to

do 25
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* Pall: Bush maintains lead over Gore, Bradley and fellow Republicans
* House approves sweeping changes in campaign finance law

* First lady criticizes Congress over tax cut, campaign finance

* Quayle criticizes plan to send troops to East Timor

* Hatch says Jugtice not prosecuting gun crimes

* Gore, Mrs. Clinton share stage at Hispanic gda

¢ House GOP remains split on "patients bill of rights

* L awmakers disagree on how to aid farmers
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elderly
¢ Republicans fear a third-party bid by Buchanan

e Little suspense ahead of tax-cut veto
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